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[From the Waverley Magazine.]
FASHION.

Pashion, as all the world knows, isan
‘arbitrary mistress, always changiog and
pever ngrest. She presides over every
_department of civilized life, ruling with
pm and tyrauny that would do
“eredit the barburisms of & Pagan age.
A book in these fashionabel times which

-ﬂ'upopuhr of all books. Conse-
gu-t!y, in every magazive and period-
‘Soal, which issues from the press, the
fashions are discussed in full, and all
other literaturs must give pluce to that
which will best please and inform the

'thd-—-“ Uurivalled colored fashions
~—Paris fashions Awmericanized—Ga-
setta of fashion, &¢. And in the edi-
tos"s table, ¥ Discussion of Fashion plutes
~—Chit-chat upon the fashions"—and
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and our eyes are becoming used to such
fast sighta.

The ancient deflnition of the term
“lady" is entirely too far behind this
fast age to be understood or appreciated.
It used to be,—one who can wait on
herself, sing plsin musical Buoglish ;
leaves the piano in such f{a state that
it can be gsed agaio; cook for the fum-
ily if necessary; milk the cows and
bake and brew, and is neither bLorrified
nor ashamed, if, perchance, the flour of
the dough-tray should adhcre to her
fair arm. Now, for the new and latest
definition of the term *lady.” A live
doll, made to be waited on; something
that can draw operatic discords from a
groaning pisno; her voice on the key
adopted by the Jlocomotive; smatter
Freoch, and murder the liguid Spanish,
never saw a kitchen—would be fright.
ened to death if compelled to milk the
Durham, and is immediately seized with
a fit of the borrors at the bare mention
of raw dough. By the way, she is uni-

many more Lo0 Dumerous to mention,
and all horribly tedious, from the repe-

tition or the word  Fasbion.”

In locking around a *modern bsll-
room, what a different scene presemts
ftgelf from that which might bave been
observed fifty, or even a score of years
ago. What novelties call “ airy form,”

in gossamer robes, with armsgnd neck
exposed, bear very little resemblance to

the stout lasscs who “ chased tlhe roay

hours on fiying feet” twenty years ago.
Then it wus deemed lady-like to protect
poeself from the cold, and common scuse
dictated and arranged the style of dress;
bat now; when the thermomefer ranges
from teu to twenty-four degrees bolow
gero, it is the height of sbsurdity fo
wear aoything thicker thaco s tissue, aud
the lady who would venture inte the
ball-roon with neck and limbs projerly
clad, would unavoidubly be the ogbserv-
ed aud eriticized of all.

‘Our auecstors, in their goings forth,
ware shocs; but vow lht'_'r' have become

obsolete, beéivg voted, by upper tendom, |

s 3 bore,” and iu their stead, lo! cert in
fittle delicate struetures scarcely  thicks
er than paper —besutiful litrle things—
futo which the foot is presszd s la”
Chinese belle. But alady will say sh:
saupot walk lighty, or step grosefully
with soything thicker thin a single-sol
od slipper.. We do wet like to douby
Ber assertion ; we will ouly refer to Ler
mother, cow uearly fifty ycars of age,
Her eye is still bright, aud the bloom
i# still upon ber check, while ske, the
dasghter, scarce'y twenty, just in the
bloom of life, with larguid eye avd a
false bloom upon ber check, move list-
lJessly around, excitivg pity rather thau
s@wiration. Slowly bat surely f.mh- u's
breati 18 waaring ‘away her y g
Tsate hours, exposure Ly weasring thin

| shoes iu dalnp weather, aud false excile

ment are sapping the life tree.

Twenty years ago bounets were worn.
What the times these, too, huve degeu-
erated, until they ave merely oaps for
the kuot of the bsir, notiotented at all
%o cover the face. The sap, however,
can do but little harm though an sppli-
eation of rouge, so thick as to be alwost
impervious to ite rays. Yes! bounets
were once of such 2 respeclabie size
that a market basket would bhave am-
swered the same purposc—ncw an io-
verted tulip would do as well. If they
do vot soon begin to enl=rge there will
be danger of sceing our ledies promena-
ding the streets with a wreath of roses
on the back of their heads and carrying
& sunflower for 8 parasol.

A modern lady of fashion is made up

entirely of dress; and even & republi-

_Bave perves. What are Lhey?

ean American, (we blush to tell it) must
have wealthy parentage to recommend
ber to society. However bright may
be the jewel of mind bid under the sand-
hills of poverty, sheis neglected ; but
if she is rich, lack of mind is overlooked,
and she is sought for and carressed by ihe
Patterflies of fashion until vanity is rais-
od to its highest pit:h, and she believes
herself to be all their heartless flattery
“bas gaid.

A lady of these times is expected to
Some-
_shing in her delicate organization which
camses her to start at every sound and

“‘sling to her companion in a prettily

" = ﬂ.
27 ﬁ _besd thrown back “ala” duck

4 1

feigned terror. It ispretty and lady-
Jike to faint; but to give it effect it
Mmust be done graccfully, and then it
@il be very likely to cause a sensation
awong the gentlemen—and she will no
doubt be anyived by the Jadics,

The modern lady street walker is 2
moviog sutomaton, with sweepiog skirts,
boops of spch s sige s to occapy the

s pavement, hovvet eu shoulders,

ul-ll-

m good dames of olden time with a
[ shrinkiog from the too frequent

versally not so in their abaence.

Doring the revolution, when our
grandmothers were caring for the wound-
ed, preparing provisions for the distaut
srmy, aud performing their various per-
ilous enterprises, what think yon would
have become of our modern lady of fash-
ion—had she been there ? Sarely she
would Lave bad to lay off the hoops aud
whale bones, otherwise she could pever
Lave reached the kitchen table nor the
bed of the pick; and if come upon or
suddenly surprised by the British, she
could gearcely, alas! make good her es-
eape, even though the door stood invi-
tingly open. Dut if bones, sea-grass,
l,.u-d atarck were impervious to powder

son, for lack of these, carries his wealth
dangling at the end of his watch-chain,
in the form of various seals of immense
size, saying, plainly enough,—* This is
all I'm worth. He has nothing
in the world to do but chew tobacco
smoke cigars, play encre and seven-up-
and flourished a gold-headed eane to the
detriment of his father’s purse. His
coat is of thet most fashionable cat call.
ed © shanghaie!*—he glories in the
posscesion of a magnificent moustaches
uaturally alirtle red, but kept black and
glossy by the application of “ Twigg”
matchless hair ointment.”

See bim in the ball-room, and you sce
Lim in his appropriate sphere. There
he is elaborately, nay, almost fantastic-

oue hundred and twonty-ﬂvo thousand
dollars, or two million four hundred and
twenty thousand dollars—equal to five
hundred thousand peunds per mere. The
lot on Nassau-street adjoining the lot on
which Messrs. Duncan, Sherman & Co.
have commenced their new basking-
house, is considered abundantly worth
one hundred and twenfy thonsand dol-
lars, but it ia held at onc Lundred acd
fifty thousand. At the former figure, it
being but fifty feet by eighty, and con-
taining four thousand sguare feet, it is
kwld at the rate of one million three
bhundred and six thousaud eight hun-
dred dollars an acre. For the lot corner
of Cedar and Nassau-streets, now cov-
ered by the Law Buildings, twenty-five

ally dressed in white cravat, white vest,
and ridicalous white kid gloves. Ho is
therefore, his acquaintanee aust bs cul-
tivated, Beware,
ladies; mever marry
man ;"' better wed bonesty nud intellect
with poverty, thau moucy aud faslin

with secseless dundyis, .

Fasxis

ol !

= fast  yououg I
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VALUE OF BUTLDIKG LOTS. i

The Builder, a I.ondun prriodica’, |
recently published the following with
reference to the value of ground iu the
central business portions of Loudon,
The comparison as to the relative value
of ground in New-York and London, and
some statemeuts respecting the land in
the business portion of the city, will as-
touish those who have never tnyuired in-
to the subject :—

**Some land io Fisch Laue, opposite
the Australasian Band, reecotly letona
building lense by the Merchant Tailovs’

and bell—ab! tken cur lasdies would
Linve been safe enounghe
As to the occapation of a modern la
dy it eonsists of nothing of more iupor-
tance than lyirg on damusk sofus, or
loanging on Juxorious chairs, engajed in
t' e -tady of ball and party costume—
pursaing tie last new uovel, or sum:.'!
scheme fur i';:f!li\'.‘:!illg the \'.'-.‘-:lllliji\-:;‘]
young man of Ler nequnintauce. The
i.uhl: BUYE I —
v Angd porr, ve litle mnid,
A warning | wiii give you ;
Don't trust the Liitle won,
Tley surely will dvesive you.”
And vow, if they plesse, o warning *
thie young men in plaia prose.  Never
marry a fusbionable woman, unless you

are rich and in wont of a stationary or-
pameut for your parlor, or a street exhi
bition of your liberality to the jeweller,
w.illiver, aud your brother merchants.
Nor are the abserdities of fushion con-
The

their

fined to the femivine gender alone.
lurda of socicty, uotwithstaudiug

unmerciful eriticism:s of our fashions,

Linve others of their own equally sbsurd
and ridiculous, Like Adam, when Lo
ate the forbidden fruit, they do uot !
eouns=l us utl;urwir-‘——‘.lu right willing-

Iy do they fullow the exawmple which v}
get them.

A word in refercuce to their ridicul:

of boops. If they will turn to the his

tory of costumes about the time of the
marriage of Louis XV., they will see
that a8 the women luid them osside the
men tock thew up; svd Tuorkisk trows.

ors, with hoops in them, were =all the

rage. Judeed they went so far that

hooped trowsers were worn on thi stage

in the presonation of ancient Greck he-

roes and romen gludiators. Not con-

tent with this, tbey wore Loops in the

long skirts of their coats. Their coats,
likce the ladies’ bonnets, became smaller,

until within a very recent period, when

they again began to eniarge, and now

* the dandy of the day ™ is seen with a

coat skirt long enough to have snited the
taste of a pilgrim father.

From hat to boots, every article of
the gentleman’s dress has undergone
change after change; why should they,
then, find fault with the ficklencss of &
lady's fashion ? A long time ago, boots
termivated in a sharp point; and during
the reign of Louis XIV., the heels were
ouly three inches high; and, notwith-
standing their inconveniense, they were
worn with a perseverence worthy of s
stoie. Gradually the toe-points became
shorter and shorter until they assume
their present form of stump-toes.

Rufiles, like those worn in 1776, are
again makiog their appearance, and By-
ronie collars will supercede the head sup-
porters which heve caused the geatle-
men so much trouble in haviog their
eare insured. Thejr hats, too, have not
been exempt from the common lot.—
They bave passed through every medium
of size and shape, until the style of hats
are as numerous as the faces they shade
—and the hatter's ndvertisemeat might
be closed with—* No two alike.”

The gentlemen are as much of a walk-
ing advertisement for the tailor, batter,
and jeweler, as the fair sex are of tho
latter dry goods merchant and the mil-
liner. ‘The fast young man would wot

‘li-eu of the s u—or sons, would gaze
in amazement at one of those figures ap-
ing thew, and would doubtless

stép back in slarm. But these are fast
Aigies; we have fast people in them—

compare auy more favorably with his
great-grandfuther than the young lady
with her grandwother. Both have alike
waodered from the path. The sire ear-

Company, produced about fifteet pounds
a foot a8 gronudrent, the depth Leiug
about severty fect. The new Luildiigs
on the scuth side of Corulildl, receutly

'rc:.l;—d by the Messre. Savorg aud th

County Uire Office, ure subject to o

groundrent of oue thousand two huo-
dred pounds per annuw, The froutage
a4 nbout '.'J.!-l-',-i'nur feet, aud the li.i-'ll.
cizhty fiet, wrd colealating as in former
cases, (at the ratepl thirty years' pur-
whise )} the gost por avre amounts to fony
hnudred aud soventy thousand pouads
Azening the block of buildiegs called the
iii-:;-'.al Exchauge Buildings, occupying

an area of funr thousand to five thou
sand feet, produced a gross rental of ren
thousand pounds & year. Travelling
westward to New Cauvon-street, a picee
of laud opposite the trisugular plot ad.
joining St. Paul's, coutaiving about four
thousaud five hundred superficial feot,
has been let at a ground-rent of oue
thouzand five hundred aud fifry pounds
a yeur, which, as thirty years’ purcliase,
produces nbout four huudred and eighty
whs an To eap them
all, im..l.hr we niust go back to the
plot of grouud at the vorth-east ecoruer
of Thread-needle-strest and Finch Laune,
belonging to Mr. Aldermian Moon, the
preseut Lord Muayor, which, rejort says,
has beeun receutly let at a ground-rent of
oue¢ thousand pounds per anumum. The
superficial area of this plice is about
ooe thousand six buoudred feet, and cal-
culating the ground-rent at thirty years
purchase, we fud its value is at the rate
of eight hundred and forty thousand
pounds per acre. Muck Las been writ-
ten about the value of the triangular
plot of land between New Cannon-street
and St. Paul’s. The area of the plotis
six thousand two hundred and seventy
feet, and we understand a positive offer
has been made to take it at a ground-
rent of two thousand pounds a year
which would produce, at thirty years’
purchase, the sum named, (sixty thou
sand pounds,) being at the rate of four
hundred and twenty thousand pounds an
acre. We need scarcely give any ad-
ditional examples to prove the enormous
value to which land in the city of Lon-
don has arrived.”

The asbove figures are indeed large,
but we shall see whether they may not
be ecqualled, and perbeops exceeded, by
New-York vzluations.

The lot ecorner of William-street and
Exchange Place, eighty feet deep, and,
on sn average, thirty-four feet four and
s half inches wide, containing two thou-
sand seven hundred and sizty superficial
feet, was sold to the Bank of the State
of New-York for eighty thousand dol-
lars, and one bundred thousand dollars
have since been offered for it. At the
latter valuation, per acre, it amounts to
one million five huundred and seventy-
eight thousand two bundred avd sixty-
one dollars, or about three hundred and
twenty-six thousand and eighty-seven
pounds. The lot on the lower corner of
Broadway and Wall-street, thirty feet
by forty, econtaining one thousand two
hundred square feet, is held and may be
sold for one hundred thousand dollars.
This is at the rate of three million six
hundred and thirty thousand dollars an
acre, or sbout seven hundred and fifty
thousand pounds. The lot corner of
Nassau and Wall streets, on which the

3
thuus ind Fou: uere.

fashiouable. says cortuin young ludirs, '
. hundred aud sixty thousand dollars per

|
b rs, young | acre,

| the Baok of the State and Baok of
| Commerce, was sold to the U. Btates

| and twenty thousand dollars, er five

lurs. Lot MNo. 4 Wall.street, twenty-
two by filiy, wus sold o your sgo for
:Ee-l.\‘ thuugand dt.‘.!':dl'ﬁ‘ which is at the
| rate of nearly two million dollars per |

fzet by eighty, ninety thousand dollars,
wo understand, were oJered recently,
wlich is at the rate of one million nine

The lot aud building adjoining
the Custom-House, lately occupied by

(iovernment for five hundred and thirty
.Imus&nd dollars, Estimatiog the value
of the building ot thigty thousand dol-
| lars, we have five hundred thousand dol-
lurs for the valge of tho lot, the area of
which ia uive thousaud syunare feet. The
rate per acre istwo million four hundred
bundred thonsand pounds. At the “re-
ceut oliange in the orgauization of the
the building aud lot

the iustitution were ap-

Mochapies” Bauk,
occupicd by
praised at two buoedred avd thirty thou-
sand dollars. The building isto be torn

down, so 1t was not connted in the np

praisement, The lot is an irregular
picce of ground of an arca of about five |
thousand syuare feet, aud its valuation |

per scre was more than tvo million dul-

m OLD CH&BTER 0AK.

The Hastford papers record with
much pathos the circumstances of the
fall of the ¢ Old Charter Qak,” of that
city, so noted in Listory and in song.
During th® storm of Thursday last, at
a quarter thefore one o'clock, this old
ouk trés, émbalmed in the affcotions of
thouanﬁ"?f yatriotic hearts, yielded,
from the of time, 1o tie long re-
sisted i gﬁl" 6. the storm-king, and fell,
like ons ofiHomer’s mighty heroes nlaiu,
with loud-resounding noise. The fol-
lowing description aand history of the
famous old oak, is from the Hartford
Times :—

This wcble old tree stood upon the
beautiful grounds of Hou. Isaac W. Stu.
art, late the Willis’ estate, in the south-
ern part of the city, About three years
ago, some boys built 2 fire in the hollow
of this tree, which burned out the punk,
and though it was feared that this would
kill it, sueh was pot the fuct. Fresh
gprouts sprung cut the next spring, and
Mr. Stuart took great pains to preserve
this valued relic of the original forests of
New England, but more especially inter-
esting as the tree in which the old Brit-
ish Charter of Connecticat was scereted
and presapyed. At this time the hollow
in th¢ trunk of the old oak was so large
that s fire company of twenty-seven full
grown mea stood up in it together.

Mr. Stuart-hiad a stout door made to
shut up the enterance, and Le also placed
tin caps upon the-stumps of broken
limbs, snd for the past three or four
years fresh sprouts Lave grown upon
wost of its limbs, thongh other limbs
were deesying. At the tims of its full
young aad fresh scorns were growiug on
every part of it. Thousands of people
are visitiug the tree and bringiog away
such sprizs aud parts of liwbs as Mr.
Staart perisits .

Watcisnan Batler says he stood at
the Liend of the stroet at the time of the
erash. The wind Lad been blowing fresh-
ly from the Northwest for an hour or
more. Ile first heard a loud erack, and

nere.  Messra, Dunean, Sheripan &
Co. p:l{d for their lot, on the corner of
issau and Pine atrects, which iz Ly
ot by oighty, one huudred anil forty-
seven Lhousand dolians, which ia at l}-(tl
rate of more than oue willicn six huan- |
JI""‘: :lu-th:'-.n.l] dm‘xinl,-: per aere. |
Wiih rusceet to lcus=s; we have L‘.:!‘;
twe dnslances to report,  The let on the

portheagt corner of Fulion-sirret aund

Brondway, which econtajcs ouly oae
thousand six Lucdeed sguare foct, is
subjeet to u yourly reutal of mixteen
thounsand dollurs. Estimating on the
same privcip.ec as iu Louden, (st thirty
years’ purchase,) we have sor the value

of this lot the cnorous sum of four
bundred and eighty thousand dollars.
whiek is ot the rate of more than twelve
million dollars per anere, or about two
million five hundred thousaund pounds
sterling! We ecannot give the exaet
fizures as to the amouut of the yearly
reuntul of the lot on the ssuthwest cor-
ver of Broudway and Chambers strect,
covered by a bailding owued vow by the
Shoe and Leather Denlers’ Baunk, but
are sure of this muech, that it is cousi-
derably larger per acre than the ratz at
which tho Lord Mayor's lot, mentioned
in the above extract, was let. It is pro-
per to add that, estimating the value at
the London rate, it canvot be correctly
applied to this city; about a fifieen
years' purchase would be more in ac-
cordance with eireumstances.  This
would mnke the volue of the piece first
mentioned higher than Alderman Moon's

lot.

E=~“Pop goes the weasel!” has
become the chorus of a thousavd snatch-
es of song, but not one of & thousand
who sing it ever Leard of its origin.
Bat its parentage is as easily traced as
that of an Eaoglisg baronet. A famous
Methodist preacher, by the vame of
Craven, was onee presching in Virginia,
and spoke as follows: * There are a
great suany professors of religion to-day.
You are sleek, fut, good-looking, yet
gomething is the matter with you. Now
you have scen that which was plump,
round, aud good-looking to the eye, but
when weighed, you found it only eame
to fortyfive or perhaps forty-eight
pounds to the bushel, when it should be
sixty-three pounds. Take s kernel of
that wheat betieen your thumb and fin-
ger,Jhold it up, squeeze it ond pop goes
weevil. Now you good-looking profes-
gors of religion, you sare plump and
round, but you only weigh some forty-
five or forty-six pounds to the bushel.
What is the matter ? Al ! when youare
taken between the thumb of the law
and the finger of the Gospel, held up to
the light and squeezed, ont pops the
whisky bottle I From *‘ pop goes the
weevil," 1o © pop goes the weasel,” the
trangition s easy.

E=Lafyette sent for a hogshead of
earth from Buoker Hill, to be placed
over his body at his int.armenh. The
selectmen of Boston received the appli-
cation from his agents. It was taken
from the spot where General Warren
fell, and sccompanied by a certificate
that it was * genuine,” ed by three

Express (newspaper) buildings stand, is

ricd his ziches ic mind and heart; the

-

twent-five foet by ninety, and is held s

saw ke afi onk swaying in the breege:

a eracking noise followed, then the crash
—=all \thm the spuce of half a minute
——and the famous mouurch of the forest,

whess Listory is so intimately entwiued
in that of Copnecticut, was prostrate up-
on the carth ! Que thousaud years ago,

when it was iu the prime of life—when
its years were Lalf numbered, its far
reaching brauches had sported in fiercer
storws, and wore swifi-winged wind.—
But vow, 'since full two thousand years
have smiled and waned upon its youth,
its prime aud its decline, it had become
grey and deerepit, but was still tepaci-
ous of life; it still clung to the lovely
spot which gave it birth, by its fur reach.
ing roots, runuing a long way up iuto
the benatiful Lill-side, aud dowuward to
the dark cut below.  Firmly, aye, proud-
ly, the Onk stood, seemiugly conscious
that nature had marked out for its own
accomodation, one of the most enchant-
ing retreats in the state, and that desti-
ny had accorded to it a noble and ever.
lasting histo:i: page in the story of Con-
necticut—oue of the patriotic and origi-
nal thirteen states of the Union.
Proudly it had stood, and when tot-
tering with age, and reduced to & mere
shell of a few inches, by the steady in-
roads of time itself, still clung with foud-
ness to the loved spot on which it had
witnessed the decay and downfall of
many of its associates—the path and the
bloody wara of the red msn, and the red
men’s decay—the birth and death of
generations of the white man, whose axe
bad cut away its towering comrades of
tle olden time. But whilst preserving
a fair exterior, it was inwardly wasting
away, and was obliged to yield and fall
in o storm fur lcss severe than many

thoussnds that had proceeded it.
Before Gov. Wyllys camme to Ameri-

oa, he sent his stewart forward to pre-
pare a place for his residence. As he
was cuttinglaway the trees upon the hill-
side of the beautiful © Wyllys place," a
deputafion of Indiaus came to him, and
requested that be would spsre this old
hollow tree. They declared that it had
been the “ guide of their ancestors for
centuries It wus spared, to fall this
day, baving fiinally yielded to the pro-

cess of satural decay.
The tree measured 33 feet in circum-

ference at the bottom; and it has bro-
ken off 30 as to leave 8 feet of the stump
on one gide and 6 fueton the other—the
stump measuring 21 feet in circumfer-

ence at its top.
The tharter of King Charles the 34,

for the eolony of Connecticut, arrived
in Hariford in 1662, probably in the
month >f Beptember, though the precise
time ignot known. On the 9th of Oc-
tober i: was publicly read to the assem.
bled friemen of Connecticut, and was de-
clared (o * belong to them and their guo-
cessors,” and the people evinced their
gratitude by appointing a committes to
take caarge of it, under the solemnities
of an eath, and to preserve this palladi-
um ofthe rights of the people. It con-

of the oldest vetoranein the town.

*ained many liberal provisions, as may

be seen on examining it in the Secreta-
ry of State’s office, where the original
copy is still preserved with ecare. It
was the organic law of Connecticut till
the present Copstitution took its place
in 1818,

In 16236 the General Government of
New England was dissolved by James
II, and & mew government was institu-
ted, with Joseph Dudley as President
of the Commissioners. Coonecticut re-
fused to surrender, and when the third
writ of guo twarranto was sent to her,
Gov Treat, in January, 1687, called a
special session of the Assembly, which
refused to accede to the demaunds of the
new Kiog. Tbey still held to their
charter., In March, another special ses-
gion was convened, but still the repre-
sentatives of the people refused to ¢ sur-
render.” In May they metagainin reg-
ular session, under the Charter, and re-
elected Treat as Governor. QOun the
31st of October, 1687, Sir Edmund An-
dross, attended by members of his Coun-
cil, avd a body-guard of sixty soldiers,
entered Hartford to take the Charter
by force. The General Assembly was
in session. He was received with cour-
tesy, but coldness. He entered the As-
sembly room, snd publiely demanded
the Charter. Remonstranges were made
and the session was protracted till eve-
ning; the Governor and his associates
appesred to yiceld. - The Charter was
brought in and laid wpon the table.—
Sir Edmund thought the Jast moment
of the Colony had come, when suddenly
the lights were all put out, and total
darkness followed! There wasno noiss,
no resistance, but 81l was quiet. The
eandles were again lighted, Bur THE
cuarTter was gove! Sir Edmuund An-
dross was disconcerted. Ile declared
the Governmeunt of Connecticut to be in
Lis own lLnuds, aud that the Colony was
annexed to Massachuoectts and other
New England Colovies, snd proceeded
to appoint officers. 'Whilst he was do-
ing this, Capt. Jeremiah Wadsworth,
a patriot of those times, was copdealing
the Clarter in the hollow ~of Wyllys'

| Qak, now known as Tie CHARTER Qax.

In 1639, King Jiumes abdicated, and
on the 9th of May of that year, Gov.
Treat snd his sssociate officers, resumed
the government of Connectiout woder
the charter, which bad been preserved
in the Old Hollow Oak.

Mr. Stuart had Colt’s Armory Baud
come up this noou, sud play solemu dir-
ges for two Lours over the trunk of the
fallen monarch™ of the forest, Heis a
generous hearted man—a worthy pro-
prietor of the lovely Lill side that nur-
tured for centuries such a noble tree.

A daguerreotype likeness of the fall-
en tree was taken.

The city bells were tolled at sun
down, as a mark of respect eutertained
by our citizens for the fallen * Mon-
arch.”

[From Galigani's Messenger, August 2.]
HISTORY OF RUSSIAN CROWN
DIAMONDS.

The Crown Treasury of the ("gars at
Moscow contains preciovus stones of con-
siderable amount. Ths two most coo-
siderable are diamonds, one the size of
a pigeon’s egg rose out. The Ruasians
have given it the name of the Orloff.
The other has the form of an irregular
prism, and is of the size and almost the
length of & little finger; it bears the
pame of the Shah, and its history is as
follows: It formerly belonged to the
Sophis, and was cne of two enormous
diamonds which oroamented the throne
of Nadir Shah, -and which were desig-
nated by the Persians by the names ef
“ Sun of the Sea” and * Moon of the
Mountains.” When Nadir was assassi-
nated his treasures were pillaged, and
his precious stones divided among a few
soldiers, who carefully concealed them,
An Armeninn pamed Shafras resided at
that period at Bussoras with Lis two
brothers. One day an Affghan came to
him and offered for sale the large dia-
mond, * The Moon of the Mouutain,”
as woll as an emerald, a ruby of fabu-
lous size, a sapphire of the finest water,
called by the Persians the “Eye of
Allsh,” and s number of other stones,
for the whole of which he asked such a
moderate sum that Shafras suspected
that they had not been honestly come
by, and told him to eall again, as he had
oot the money in the house.

The Aflghan, fearing that Shafras was
going to act with treachery toward bim,
left the place and could not agein be
found, although the three brothers made
every search for him. Bome years af-
terward the elder brother met the man
at Bagdad, who told him that he had
just sold all his precions stones for sixty-
five thousand piasters and a pair of valu-
able horses. Shafras had the residonoe
of the purchaser, who wes a Jew, point-
ed out to him, and he went to him and
offered him double the price he had giv-
en, for them, but was refused. The
three brothers then agreed to murder the
Jew 2nd rob him of his purchase, which
they did, and on theday folluwmg poison-
¢d Afighan, and threw his body into the

river, A dispute soon after arose be-
twoen the brothers as to the division of
tiie gpoil, which terminated in Shafras
getting rid of hig two brothers by poison,
after which he fled to Constantinople,
and thence to Holland, where he made
koown the riches he posaessed, and of-
fered them for sale to the different
courts of Europe. Catherine II. pro-
posed to buy the Moon of the Mountains
ounly. Shafras was requested tp come to
Russia, and he was ictroduced to the
Court jeweler. The terms demanded by
Shafras were—letters of nobility, a life
annuity of ten thoueand roubles, and
five hundred thousand roubles, payable
by equal ivstalments, in ten years.—
Count Banin, who was then Minister,
delayed tho settlement of the bargaio as
long as possible, and in the mean time
bad the Armenian led into such extrav-
agances that he fell into debt, and when
the Minister found that he had no means
of paying what he owed he sabruptly
broke on the negotiation. Shafras;, ac-
cording t) the law of the country, could
not leave until his debts should be paid,
aud the court jeweler prepared to take
advantage of his embarrassments and
intended that the diamond should fall
into his haunds for a fourth of its value.
Bhafras, however, discovered the trap
that had been laid for him, and, dispos-
ing of some of the less valaable stones
among his countrymen, paid his debts
and disappeared. Agents were sent af-
ter him, who had even orders to assassi-
nate and rob him, but he escaped them.
Ten years after, while he was at Astra-
chan, renewed offers were made to him,
but he refused to enter into any n-gotia-
tions unless the bargain should be settled
at Sseyroa. Catherine accepted and be-
came the possessor of the diamond for
letters of nobility, 600,000 roubles and
170,000 paper roubles, making together
about 2,500,000 franes. Shafras, not
being able to return to hLis country,
where he would haye to give an account
of two lLomicides aud two fralricides,
fixzed himself at Astrachan, where ke
married a8 country woman of his, and
had seven daughtaps Oune of his sons-

in-law poisaned him for the sake of pos |

sessing his share of Lis property. The
immense fortune which the murderer
bad acquired (from ten to twelve mill-
ions) was divided and soon spent by his
successors, and several of the grand-
children of Shafras are now living at
Astrochan in abjeet misery.

—_— ee———
A THRILLING SCENRE.

A sub.marine diver from Buffalo has
at ast succeeded in raising the safe of the
Auwerican Express Company, which was
lost when the steamer Atlantic was sunk
off Long Point in 1853, It will be re-
collected that this stcamer was instant-
ly sunk by o collision with a propeller,
and that a large number of passengers
were lost. The diver was protected by
copper armor, and was under water forty
minutes, during which time he had some
strange adventures.

The upper deck of the steamer lies
one hundred and sixty feet under water
and far below where there is any current
or mction. Everything, therefore, is
exaotly as it first went down. When
the diver alighted upon the deck, he
was saluted by a beautiful lady, whose
olothing was well arrenged, snd her
hair elegantly dressed. As he approach-
ed her, the motien of the water caused
an oscillation of the head, as if graceful-
ly bowing to bim. She was standing
ercet, with one hand grasping the rig
ging. Around lay the bodies of sever-
al others ag if sleeping. Children hold-
ing their friends by the hsods, snd
mothers with their babes in their arms
were there. In thecabin the furniture
wa sstill untouched by decay, and to
all sppearances had just been ar-
ranged by some careful aud tastoful
band.

WHO ARE YOUR ARISTOCRATS.—T wean-
ty years ago, this one made candles, that
one sold cheese and butter, snother buteh-
ered, a fourth thrived on a distillery, an-
other was a contractor on canals, others
were merchants and mechsnics. They
are acquainted with both ends of society,
as their children will be after them—
though it will not do to say so out loud!
For often you shall find that these toil-
ing worms *hatch butterflics—and they
live about a year. Death drings a divis-
ion of property, aud it brings new finan-
ciers; the old gent is discharged, the
young gent takes his revenues and be-
gins to travel—towards poverty, which
he reaches before death, or his children
do, if he does not. So that, in fact,
though there is a sort of mopivd race, it
is not heriditary ; it is accessible toall ;
three good seasons of cotton will send a
generation of men up—a socore of years
will bring them all down, and send their
children to labor. The father grubs,
and grows rich ; the children strat, and
spend the money. The children in turn
inherit the price, and go to shiftless poy-
erty ; next their children, reinvigorate
by fresh pleubean blood, and by the
smell of clod, come up sgain, '

DOU'GLLB mnor.n

Dovgras J Elnox.n, author, dramatisg
sod journalist, was born at Sheerness, ig =
Keunt, about 1802. His father was man,
ager of the theatre there; aund thus, in r q
his earliest days, the future successful i
dramatist obtained an soquaintance '
with ¢ things theatrieal.” Like a}] )
boys who pass their youth among sailorg.- ; 4
and shipping, he was seized with a desire | ,'t. '
to go to sca. Howss a demi :
servous lad, and decidedly ill-suited M
the line of life he had fixed upon. Hisg 3 i
father, in vain, tried to dissuade bim
from his purpose, until, finding him
stubborn snd resolved, he allowed him
to have his own way, and obtsined fop
him, from an iufluential naval officey
who often came to the theatre, s mid.
shipman’s commission on board & man-
of-war. But the delight at wearing the
king’s uniform, and hgving big men un,
der his command, were small compensa.
tions for the bard labor, hard liviog, and
hard ussge the young *‘ mind ™ bad to

—.l‘l-‘L ¥

endure ; and, at the end of a year or
two, his affection for salt water had
changed into a longing for the settled,
quict home. He quitted the service:
and being onee more questioned by Lis
parents s to ¢ what he wounld like to
be?" he chose the calling of a printer,
and was ot once bound apprentice to
that trade. Some tindp subsequently he
came up to London ‘and cbtained em-
ploymeut as a compositsr. One of his

own years and disposition, and bétween
them a close friendship sprang up. I
wag thus that Le and Laman
became ioseparable compauions. They
worked at the syme frauie, they shared
cach other's good_and bad fortune, and
passed their evenings Imllpare time ia.
each other’s pociety, discussing the besns
ties of Blumlm and other poots —
After enduring «of drudgery nt the
mechanical dutiesof a compositor, which,
to one of 80 imaginative and powerful
mind, must have been slmost unbeara-
ble, Mr. Jerrold determined upon mak-
iog his first essay ss an author. The
opera of “Der Freischutz™ wu pro.
duted Ior tha fiset time Su—Eoudol,

formance. The grand and mysterious
music which illostrates the wild German
story made so deep an impression oun
Jerrold’s mind, that, on reaching Lis
homble lodgings, he sat up balf the
night writing an essay on the opees., As
morning was breaking he stepped ous
and dropped his first article iuto the edi-
tor's box of the newspaper on which he
was engaged as workman. Io themor.s
ing; as be was wondering over the fate of
his anonymous gomposition, he was joy-
fully surprised at having his own writing

next number. The essay soon caused g
gensation, but amidst all the praise the
young author preserved his fncegnilo;

usntil, at last, finding himself earnestly
inquired after, in the notices to cerres-

pondents, he presented himself to the

editor, who instantly employed him ups
on work more suited to his abilities; and

more congenial to his taste that™of sope

ting up type.

MIS8 FLORENCE NIGHTINGALR.

This angel-woman, whose noble nature
and self-sacrificing humanities have shed
such lustre on her sex and country, has
returned from the scene of her Iabors,
aud, with the unobtrusive modesty which
is the beautiful accompaniment of genu-
ine virtue, is at her father's countryseas
in Hampshire, discharging all those du-
ties which belong to the daughter of an
English squire. At evening, she and
her only sister, in every way worthy to
be so, may be seen, in simple straw bat,
'wending their way through those pless-
ant lanes whiclkmake Hampshire beauti-
ful, sarrying to the cottage of some poor
sick peassnt both bodily and mentsl
comfort. As thoy pass, the laborers al.
ways lean upon their spades, to send s
blessing after the ** dear, sweet ladies"

age there will be swift, indeed. Mpr,
Nightingale, who is one of the leading
Urpitsriavs of Epgland, is unversslly re,
spected for his noble character as ap
English gentleman, of which bhe is thg
highest and purest type. The family
have for years been om terms of thp
olosest intimacy with that of Lord Pal.
merston, whose country seat is within
afew miles of the Nightiogales, sod
they have been for years in the hubit of
encouraging jointly all manner of mral
sports. Io the mesn time, the fund o
be devoted to the sacred objcot of sap-
plyiog ourging to the sick, continues tg
incresse, aud thirty-five thousand pounds
sterling is already anbsoribed.. ”u
Balaklava, too, & beagtiful urn-hgh-.
built to ber honor by the relstives of
those xhose last hours her genlh winig-
tering had soothed,

Pm.—fcng ladies should

fellow-apprentices was a lad of sbout his -

-

placed in his hands to be set up for the -

and if the prayers of the poor can maks
smooth the path to ITeaven, their pass.

the two friends went to witness tha*pu- =

i)

themsulves against undoe ful&u’l
however, innocent. Purity, thas bl
os unconsciously, like the summer XOwS,

is the guardian sogel of maiden life, : -:!




